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November 30, 2017

Paul Kiecker

Acting Administrator

Food Safety and Inspection Service
U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250

Dear Acting Administrator Kiecker,

CO-CHAIR, DEMOCRATIC STEERING AND
POLICY COMMITTEE

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS
SUBCOMMITTEES
RANKING MEMBER
LABOR, HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES,
EDUCATION, AND RELATED AGENCIES

AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOPMENT
FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATICN
AND RELATED AGENCIES

I am writing you today regarding recent media reports revealing that Brazilian meat
company executives believe your agency will lift the ban on fresh beef imports from the country
as early as the first quarter of 2018. Given the current state of Brazil’s food safety inspection
system, I strongly believe a reversal of this ban will be detrimental to the health and well-being

of American consumers.

It is concerning that these Brazilian executives would have knowledgeable insights into a
potential major U.S. policy change before the American public. Please advise me as soon as

possible regarding the following questions:

1.) What is the current status of FSIS’s ban on fresh beef imports from Brazil?
2.) What communications with Brazil’s Ministry of Agriculture would lead one to

believe that FSIS plans to reverse the current ban?

3.) If this rumor is true, what information is the potential reversal of this ban based on?

Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter.

/S.i\ncerely,

[\ .
Rosa L. DeLauro
Member of Congress

Enclosure: Reuters Article
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Minerva expects Brazil to resume beef exports to U.S. in first
quarter

Ana Mano v f

SAO PAULO (Reuters) - Minerva SA, Brazil’s fourth-largest listed meat company by sales,
expects the country will resume fresh beef exports to the United States in the first quarter of
2018, Chief Executive Fernando Galletti said on Tuesday.

The United States had halted the import of fresh Brazilian beef in June after a high percentage
of shipments failed to pass U.S. Department of Agriculture safety checks. The USDA said the

suspension would remain until Brazil’s Agriculture Ministry took corrective action.

Speaking on the sidelines of a conference hosted by Minerva, Galletti told reporters his

prediction was based on talks with the government.
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“This is the expectation we are hearing from the Agriculture Ministry,” he said, adding the
company interacts with the government through a meatpackers industry group.

Galletti said the company was ready to resume supplies to the U.S. when the ban is lifted.

The ministry did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

Since the start of the year, domestic meat producers have faced a series of challenges ranging
from a food safety scandal, which shut export markets temporarily for Brazil, to a corruption
scandal that ensnared JBS SA, the world’s largest meat company.

RUSSIAN BAN

Last week, the industry received another blow when Russia imposed a temporary ban on

Brazilian beef and pork.

The ban forced Minerva, which accounts for 7-8 percent of global beef trade, to supply Russia
from its plants outside Brazil, Galletti said, adding the situation with Russia remained
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unchanged.

Minerva is meeting Russian demand through its other units in the Mercosur regional trade

bloc that encompasses Brazil, Argentina, Paraguay and Uruguay.

South America is poised to become the world’s main beef-producing hub due to local
producers’ cost advantages, according to Minerva, which expanded its regional footprint
outside Brazil earlier this year by buying Mercosur-based beef plants from JBS in a $300

million acquisition.
Galletti declined to give a timeline for reopening three of the slaughterhouses it bought from
JBS in Argentina, but said this would not affect Minerva’s ability to meet annual net revenue

forecasts of 13 billion reais to 14.4 billion reais ($4 billion-84.5 billion).

Minerva’s shares have slipped just 3.65 percent year-to-date, performing better than larger
rivals JBS, down 30 pct this year, and BRF SA, down 18 percent.

Still, Minerva trails Brazil’s No. 3 listed meatpacker Marfrig Global Foods SA, which is up

almost 6 percent for the year.

Reporting by Ana Mano; Editing by Susan Thomas and Bernadette Baum
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